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REPORT
OF

THE ACTING GOVERNOR .OF ARIZONA.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE,
Territory of Arizona, October 6, 1881.
SIR: Your communication of September 19, requesting the governor
of this Territory to mak~ " .a report of the affairs and of the progress and
developmen.t of the Territory;'' "for the year ending June 30, 1881," together With suggestions relatmg to the best interests of the Territory,
with "as complete and reliable information as it is po_ssible to secure,"
on the subject of agriculture, mining, stock-raising, &c., was received on
the 27th of same month. Pressure of public business of a more urgent
character bas prevented me from taking up this subject until this moment. You will please permit me to divide the matter into three parts,
making each a su~ject of a particular communication, as follows: First,
the progress and development of affairs the past year; second, suggestions upon subjects relating to the best interests of the Territory -to be
affected by congressional legislation; and, third, tqe natural resources,
climate, &c., of the Territory.
The subjects named contemplate the requirement of considerable time
and labor, and I must beg your patience if I am not permitted the time
to complete the same as soon as you may expect. B aving all the labor of
both departments of secretary and governor to perform, my time is very
fully occupied.
Please find herewith my report upon the progress and development
of affairs in the Territory during the year ending June 30, 1881.
Very respectfully,
JOHN J. GOSPER,
Acti'(tg Governor.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. 0.

- ..THE PROGRESS .A.ND DEVELOPMENT OF .A.FF.A.IRS IN THE 1'ERRITORY OF ARIZONA DURING THE YE.A.R ENDING JUNE 30, 1881.
The period of time comprised between June 30, 1880 , and June 30,
1881, making a :fi. cal y ar, wa marked in a peculiar n e with a degree
of material development and an increa e of population and wealth never
before witne eel in the Territory.
915
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iron rail way has been laid past our doors-the citizens of the Territory
were quite generally unwilling to build themselves permanent homes,
wherein to rear and educate their children.
The year past has witnessed a very marked and desirable change in
this respect. Th& railroads and missionaries and teachers coming within
our borders the past year have already laid a foundation upon which, in
a material and social sense, the prosperity and happiness of many new
homes may rest. It is my belief that the few small waves of general
prosperity whiqh were sent as smaller blessings within our borders the
year past are but the advance of a great tide that will soon pour in upon
us with blessings tQ.at will bewilder. The overcrowde~ cities and rural
districts of the far East, and the overfilled money-vaults of Eastern capitalists, wHl very naturally follow railroads into new countries for homesand investments.
There is another side of the affairs of this Territory, connected with the.
history of the year named, not so pleasant to consider. · Crime, everywhere present in our common country, is far more frequent and appalling
in the Territories than elsewhere, because of the less regard generally
paid to virtue and the rights of property, but more generally because of
the fact that criminals-fugitives from justice-from thickly settled sections of the East, flee to the wild and unsettle<! portions of our Territories1
where they can form in.bands for mutual protection against arrest and
puni hment.
Within the limits of this Territory there have existed companies orbands of outlaws, commonly called "cow-boys," who, the past year, have
committed many murders, and have stolen thousands of dollars' worth
.of stock and other property. Many times the stages carrying the United
States mails, passengers, and the usual express, have been suddenly
stopped by armed, masked men, who have rifled the mails, robbed the
.express, and deprived the passengers of .all their valuables; and not onfrequently have they committed murder in connection with these robberies-alway where any resistance has been offered.
Mo t of the common property stolen is taken from Mexicans near or
on either side of the boundary line dividing Mexico from the United
States. The property stolen by these outlaws consists in most part of
cattle and horses, which they afterwards barter or sell to unsuspecting
parties, in orne case even entering into contract with officers of the
government at military po t , or Indian agencies, to supply them with
beef, afterwards goin o- to Mexico or elsewhere and stealing the number
required to fill the contract. The officer at po ts and agencies, of course,
are not aware that they are dealing with murderers and robbers.
During the pa t month I wa per onally present in that part of the
Territory where the larger number of the e cow-boys congregate, making an inve tigation into the true tate of aJfairs, as far a I coulct do so
wi hout going jnto their very mid t, where no man would be safe if he
wa known to be planning to br ak up their bands. .As near as I could
of rendezvous, and large bands or herds
I arn they have regular pla
of ·attle and hor, e . Th e outlaw have committed many crimes of an
alarming character during they ar for which you de ·ire me to report to
you upon, and mo t of them ar till at large and unpuni hed .
.1.. ·arly the entire tim
<luTing the year ending June o, 1881, I was the
ac mg gov rnor of tbj Territory, but wa daily looking for the return
of th governor; hence, I naturally defened taking nch d cided steps
a would be required to break up and di, per e the numerous outlaws
wbil
wa mer ly in t mporary charge of the offic of the executive.
Two months ago I d cid d to take action, and no lon o-er defer o impor-
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tant a matt r for the uncertain return of our regularly appointed governor. In my letter to Secretary Blaine upon this subject of" cow-boy"
depredations, I explained more at length·their character and conduct,
and pos ible remedy within the reach of the executive of this Territory;
•
•
said letter was writen on the first of this month.
In the communication soon to follow this, on the subject of suggestions
for the better government of the Territory, I shall have occasion to
allude to the proposed plan to be pursued in efforts to rid the Territory
of this troublesome and dangerous element.
Trusting this hastily written, and brief review of the progress and
development of affairs for the year ending June 30, 1881, will, in part
at least, meet your expectations, I beg to remain, ·
Respectfully yours,
JOHN J. GOSPER,
Acting Governor.

SUGGESTIONS UPON SUBJEC'l'S TO WHICH THE ATTENTION OF CONGRESS
SHOULD BE CALLED, RELA1'ING TO THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA.

ARIZONA TERRITORY.
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gress on the subject. The bill passed by the tenth legislature was
approved by the governor, and the members drew their extra pay.
The bill passed by the eleventh legislature was vetoed by the governor,
and it was passed by a two-thirds vote over his veto. The auditor
(Territorial], however, refused to issue warrants to the members and
officers, and, I believe, the members and officers have not yet drawn
the extra amount thus appropriated and probably will not be able to.
I am strongly of the opinion that :tn increase of pay per diem to members of the legislature would give us assurances of wiser laws and more
economy connected with legislative and other matters.
Second. I would recommend, on the part of Congress, the passage of
a law allowing the Territory the privilege of electing its own governor.
.The citizens of this Territory are generally intelligent, wide-awake, and
aggressive. From among their number could be selected a very competent and acceptable man, at any time, to assume the duties of the
office of the executive. A very strong prejudice exists in this Territory
against so-called "carpet-bag" officials, and a spirit of distrust and uncertainty exists in the minds of our citizens in the case of new, untried,
and stranger officials coming into thei~; midst from abroad. Many of
them come simply for the purpose of enjoying the honor and emolument
of the term of office for which they are appointed, and very naturally
do not feel that same deep concern for the public welfare they would. if
permanent residents and property-holders in the Territory . . A law of
this kind allowing the citizens of the Territory the privilege of electing
from among their number their executive, would be hailed with proud
satisfaction, and the best interests of the public, peace and prosperity,
,enhanced. thereby.
·
Third. The thought has occurred to me that possibly the best interests
of public peace, development of natural resources, increase of population, national power and honor, and other matters in and connected with
all the Territorie , would be greatly enhanced and a. blessing to civilization if, by some wise and restrictive enabling act of Congress, all the
Territories were permitt d and privileged to avaU. themselves of the
privileges and blessings of sisterhood ·with the States now in the grand
Union.
Under the influence of the great tide of men and money now rushing
into the hitherto isolated section of the Pacific coast country and the
northern posse sim1s, the time is not far distant when all the sections of
country now controlled by Congre in at rritorial form of government
will be loudly knocking at tile door of Congress for equal privileges
with all tbe great State of our American Nation. Oongre s should not
lo
·ight of the nece 'Sitie of those sections of our common country
now o rapWly .filling·up ·with both a clas of peaceful and indu. trious,
and a reckle s and abandoned people.
Fourth. After con ultation with leading lawyers, and with the judo·es
th m elve , I would mo t heartily recommend the pa sage of a law allowing for thi T rritory an additional United State judge. We now
}lav tbre United Stat judge , each pre iding over a s parate dist1·i t, the extent of which i v ry larg . The incr a e of population and
th gen ral un ttled tat of affair br.ing about a good deal of litigation and much incr a, d labor on the part of the jt\dge . But the
gr t ,•t r a ·on why, p rhap , a fourth judge boull be provided for, is
from tb fact that tll three judge itting a a Ul)reme court, con idering ·a. e app aled from om one of th three di trict court , are each
pa \ ·ing a ·econd tim on a ca e a peal d from a lower court according
to the dj trict from which aid ca e may be appealed. If there hall be
G
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Then, again, the yery pressure of the power which compelled tb e Indians
to uccmnb on the plain of battle would beeome a constant reminder to
them of the consequences of an outbreak. In this Territory there has not
always existed a spirit of harmony an<l oneness of purpose between the
mllitary and civil authorities with reference to the control and management of the Indians. Therefore, in my judgment, the branch of the service
be. t calculated to conquer a peace with the Indians, and to keep the same
thereafter should be placed in control over them.
.
Sixth. On account of the greatly disturbed condition of the public peace
along the border of the United States anu Mexico, and the seriously apprehended di turbanceofthe present peaceful condition of affairs between
the two governments as a consequence thereof, and the utter inability of
the local civil authorities at all times to keep the peace and bring to justice the large numbers of reckless and abandoned men in the countries
forming a part of this border, I would very respectfully urge upon Con- ·
gre s the wisdom of so far amending the law now prohibiting the Army
from actively participating in aggressive efforts to keep the peace, and
protect the lives anu property of the citizens of the country, so far as the
same relates to thi Territory.
We haYe within our border a small army of outlaws well armed and
fully able to cope with the ordinary civil pow.er of our several counties.
I think the governor of thi Territory has authority of law to organize militia companies for the purpose of overpowering threatening combinations of men whosefurposes are to defy the ordinary civil authority, and go upon raids o tl1eft and common plunder.
'l'here are no appropriations at the disposal of the governor with
which to meet the expense of such an emergency.
Sometl1ing must be done, either by National or Territorial authorities,
to quell these con ·tant raidR npon the property of peaceful citizens, and
the occa. ioual taking tlle life of the innocent.
nd, finall y, permit me, as only the aMing governor, to recommend
eitber to Uongre. s or yourself that the regularly-appointed governor of
thi · Tenitory be required to return to hi post of dut.y, or be asked· to
st p a ·ide and permit ome other gentleman to ta.ke his place and feel at
liberty to act without restraint.
In making this last suggestion, I am prompted only by ·the spirit of
r a~on and jth tice, and th d mand of the public.
The ahow~ recornmeulation and uggestions ar offered di interestedly and :in 'incere reganl for the pub1ic good.
Mo t respectfully, your ob dient servant,
JOHN J. GOSPER,
Acting Got'ernor.

OFFICE OF 1'IIE EXECU1'IVE,

Prescott, Ar·iz., October ~2 1. ' 1.
SIR: I am plea ,<1 to hall(l yon her "\Yith, in m1~w ·r to yo1u· reque t for
i11formation u1>on th ·ubj ct of agriculhue minii1°' Htock rai ing, &c.,
in thi. Territory, a Y"ry full and compl t and ably "\\Titt n article upon
·aid .·uhj ·t.· b. llon. P. llamilton.
l\1y time of late ha.· b ,n .'o fully oc ·npied with th r official matt r
a to hav made it impo ,·ibl for me to gath r and place in proper
manner 1 fore you th many important fact. , ahl ubmitted by Mr.
llamilton.
· Th ' la
ipn of our T rritoriallegi latm·e b na tm nt authorized
r
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Hon. P. He milton to gather all the important facts relating to the variu · intere.ts of the Territory and to publish the same in convenient
pamphl "t form. Thls work be bas ah·eady accomplished and is daily
xpe ·tiug to receive from the hands of the p·r inter copies of said pamphlet.
I have even waited. several days for the appearance of these pamphlets
that I might forward to your office a f·un printed report on all the subject. upon which you desired information. A copy of the publication
\\ill l>e mailed to your office immediately upon this receipt.
lVIay I be permitted. to offer the suggestion, if at all within the bounds
of propriety, that you shall mention, in your report upon t he affairs of
the Interior, the fact that a full account of the resources, &c., of Arizona
can be had by any citizen of the United States by addressing this office.
Most respectfully,
JOHN J·. GOSPER,
Acting Governor.
Hon. S. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary of the Interior, Wctshington, D 0.

AG RICULTUR.A.L.
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forth this information more clearly the agricultural resources of the
difl:'erent counties are given separately.
JJ£aricopa Oounty.-This county has been well named "the garden-spot
of the Territory." It has the finest body of land in Arizona, and its farms,
orchards, and vineyards will not suffer by comparison with any portion
of the Golden State. The first settlement was made in this valley a little
over ten years ago. It was then a barren desP-rt, covered with coarse
grass, sage, and cactus ; to-day it is one of the loveliest spots on the ·
Pacific coast. Fields of golden grain and blossoming alfalfa; extensive
vineyards and orchards ; beautiful gardens, brilliant .with their floral
adornments nearly every month in the year; groves of cottonwoods and
lines of the graceful Lombardy poplar diversify the ,landscape in every
direction; and, to crown all, tasteful houses are seen peeping above their
leafy surroundings up and down the river as far as the eye can reach.
In this beautiful and productive spot, wheat, barley, and alfalfa are the
principal crops. The soil is a sandy loam, but there are portions of the
valley which is a heavy, rich adobe. Up the river,. near Mesa City, the
· soil is light, but well adapted to fruits. Besides its large crops of grain,
Maricopa produces the finest vegetables in the Territory. Pumpkins,.
squashes, onions, turnips, cabbages, watermelons, and everything in the
vegetable line are raised in large quantities, and are in market by the first
of March.
The .soil is peculiarly adapted to the raising of sugar-cane, and some
of the stalks attain a height of over twelve feet. It has been estimated
that an acre of this cane will yield 200 gallons of sirup, of an excellent
quality; it also makes a nutritious food for horses and stock. · There are
about 1,000 acres of tllis valuable plant now under cultivation, and the
area is being steadily increased, many farmers finding it more profitable than the raising of grain. Figs, peaches, apricots, and grapes do
well in the Salt River Valley, and in ize and flavor are not excelled on
the Pacific coast. Appl and strawberries are cultivated to some ex?
tent, and experiments with oranges; lemons, and other semi-tropical
fruits have shown that the valley is peculiarly adapted for their successful cultivation. In fact, there is no country west of the Rocky J\fountains which seems so well fitted for the raising of fruits. Ulimate, soil,
and situation, all seem to be favorable, and the valley promises to become one of the greatest fruit-raising regions of the Pacific coast. The.
busine s of wine making is being gone into extensively, and a very fine
article is produced, which in body and flavor compares favorably with
the best California. There are at present 500 acres in grapes ; 150 acres
in peaches; 50 acres in apricot ; 25 acres in figs, be ides a number of
acres in apples, trawberrie , oranges, lemons, &c. Of barley, it is estimated there are o er 5,000 acres in cultivation; in wheat, 5,000 acres~
corn, 500 acres· and alfalfa, 2,000 acres. 'rhe average yield of wheat
and barley is about 1,500 potmds to the acre, and the average price received by the farmer i about $1.40 per hundred, sacked.
The grain i sown in the Salt River Valley in October, November, and
December. Harvesting begin in the latter part of .May and ends the
fir ·t of July. Ev rything i grown by irrigation._ From three to five
flooding are neces ar to ra! e a crop of small grain. The co t of
irrigation i about $2.50 per acre. Where the land i favorably situated
it i e. timated that crop can be raised a cheaply by thi plan as by
rainfall, be ides being mu h more certain. The water is conveyed over
the land by large canal . Owing to the number of the e canals a large
quantity of water is wa ted and lo t by evaporation, which could be
utilized with a proper and comprehen ive ystem of irrigation. The
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its entire length where it is not confined to canons. There is plenty of
water for irrigation, and good crops are raised in the driest season.
Corn, wheat, aud barley are the principal productions. Although but
little attention has been paid to fruit, it has been demonstrated that fine
grapes and peaches can be grown in this valley.
Outside of the Verde the farming lands of Yavapai are confined to
small valleys situated from 4,000 to 6,000 feet above sea-level. Among
the most important of these valleys, are Williamson, Chino, Peeples 7
Agua Frio, Skull, Kirkland, and Walnut Grove. Their soil is generally
a rich mold, formed. by the detritus from the surrounding hills. There
is no water for irrigation in most of them, and farmers ({epend entirely
on rain for the raising of a crop. Corn, wheat, barley, alfalfa, and all
kinds of vegetables are raised in these elevated valleys., their greatest
drawback being late and early frosts and droughts. Fine apples and
peaches are grown in several places, and grapes in some seclud.ed nooks.
The number of acres under cultivation in Yavapai is estimated at 51000,
although no reliable data can be had from the assessor's office.
Pima County.-The valley of the Santa· Cn1z is the principal agricultural settlement of this county. This stream, which rises in the Hu~
chuca Mountains, sinks in the thirsty sands for more than two-thirds -of
its course. Near Tubac and Calabassas, opposite Tucson, and at San
Xavier, the stream comes to the surface, and the land in the vicinity is
brought under cultivation, producing crops of cereals, vegetables, and
fruits. The valley of the Santa Cruz, opposite Tucson, has been cultivated for hundreds of years, and shows no diminution in its productiveness. The soil is rich, and only needs water to grow anything that is
planted in it. The Sonoita Valley, ea ·t of the Santa Ritas, and about 60
miles southeast of Tucson, is one of the most productive spots in the
southern portion of the Territory. It extends from old Fort Buchanan
to Oalabassas, nearly 30 miles, and is settled, wherever water can be had,
the entire distance. The soil is a rich, dark loam, and the climate is well
adapted to fruit-raising. This valley was time and again swept with fire
and drenched with blood during the Apache wars, and the graves of its
early settlers mark the hillsides from one end of the valley to the other.
The valley of the Arivaca, in the southern part of the county, contains
some good land, but it is claimed by a " grant," thus preventing settlement. The yield of cereals in Pima County for the year 1880 was as follows: wheat, 1,000,000 pounds; corn1 500,000 pounds; barley, 1,000,000
pound·. This yield includes the procLucts of the farming lands now embraced within the boundaries of Oachise.
Oachise Oo~unty.-The agricultural re ources of this county are confined
to the Valley of the San Pedro and the Babocomari. The former str·eam
ri s in Sonora and flows through Oachi e and Pinal Counties into the
Gila. The Valley of the San Pedro, in its upper course, is sometimes
a mile in '\vidth, and the soil is of an excellent quality, capable of rai~;;ing
all kind of grain and veg table . That portion of the valley near the
line of Sonora i claimed by a." grant'' and is devoted entiTely to grazing.
G'raham County.-Thi county, which embrace' the upper Valley of
the Gila, conta:iJ],' a lmg body of fi e farming land, with plenty of water
f r inigation. The Pueblo Vi do Valley, which upport d a den ·e population in times pa t, i yet rich ancl productive, yi lding large crops of
· rn wheat, barley, alf"lfa, and v g table . I i
timated there are
12,000 a ·r · tmd r culti ation in Graham. Larg tract now lying idle
· n 1J made produ ·tiY by xtemling th pr nt irrigating canal .
The .·oil of thi pOl'tion of the Gila Vall y i imilar to that near Flor-
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While the wealth of Arizona is· in Hs mines, agriculture will aJ. ways be
a profitable ca.lling and the products of the soil .cornmand a good price.
There is no land more prolific, no climate more equable, and no country
· where the labors of the husbandman receive a more generous reward.
In saying this, however, it is not the intention to invite hither a large
agricultural population. ..c\..s has been before stated, the area of land
which can be brought under cultivation is limited, and must remain so
until artesian water shall send forth its fructi(ying streams and make
the dry valleys and plains to blossom as the rose.
GRAZING.

Within the last few years cattle-raising has become an important industry in Arizona. The fine grasses and the delightful climate make
this region the very paradise of the stock-grower. All the year round
the rich grasHes cover mountain, valley, and mesa. Situated between the
extremes of temperature, subject neither to fierce "northers" of. the
southwest nor heavy snows of more northern latitudes; requiring no expensive outlay for the protection of stock in winter, and with a range
which is only limited by the boundaries of the Territory, there is no portion of the United States which presents a finer field for the successful
prosecution of this industry than the Territory of Arizona.
Prior to the year 187 4, the business was attended with many difficulties and dangers. The marauding Al)ache was always ready to swoop
down on the flocks and herds of the settler, and the industry was confined to the immediate vicinity of towns and military posts. Since the
"disturbing element" has been placed on :reservations, stock-growing
has made rapid strides, and large bands of cattle and sheep are found in
all portions of the Territory. No finer beef is raised in the United States
. than is produced in Arizona. The rich gramma grass which covers its
valleys and hills is unexcelled for its fattening qualities and the sweetness and flavor which it imparts. As with agriculture, the sinking of
artesian wells will be of great benefit to the stock interests. There are
millions of acres of fine grazing land now lying idle, which could be made
to sustain thousands of cattle if water could be had. That flowing water
-can be found in these valleys is almost certain. Surrounded as they are
by lofty mountains, and forming natural reservoirs for the moisture which
falls upon them, they offer every encouragement for the sinking of wells,
and give almost certain guarantees of producing an abundant supply.
Hitherto, no effort has been made in this direction, owing mainly to the
fact that the grazing lands adjacent to the streams and living springs
have furni heel an abundant up ply for the stock already in the Territory.
B ·id s the home market, which is steadily increasing, the building of
two trans-continental railways opens to the stockmen of the Territory,
the marts of the Atlantic and Pacifi.c and of Europe. Beef is shipped
from the Northern Ter:ritorie to England at a good profit, and there is
no rea.·on why Arizona should not be able in· a short time to supply the
epicures of the Briti h I les ·with a ample of beef far uperior to the
stall-fed article on which John Bull ha o long prided himself. In fact
th r i no branch of indu try in the Territory which offers superior inclue ments for investm nt to the cattle l.m ine. s, nor is there any State
or Territory in the Union wher thi busine can be carried on with less
exp nse or liability to lo s. While thou and of cattle and sheep are
annuall de 'troyed b. cold and nows in northern latitudes, cattle graze
on the mountain , hill , and valleys of this fa ored land every month in
th year.
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\Vhat has been said of cattle will also apply to sheep. The mutton
from Arizona grasses is noted for its fine flavor and tenderness; the
wool i of a prime quality, commanding the highest price paid for the ·
Paeific coast product. A superior breed has been introduced within
the pa t three years, and the yield has correspondingly increased. The
high rates of freight have been the great drawback to successful sheepraising, but the railroads have done away with all this, and the sheep
industry of Arizona is one of the most lucrative branches of business in
the Territory. All over Northern Arizona, the short, sweet grasses that
grow on the mesas and mountain sides make an excellent fee<l for the
animal, and in many of the valleys the alfileria, or wild clover, has been
introduced by sheep driven from California, and is attaining a strong
and thrifty growth. Sheep are sheared twice a year, the average yield
per head being about six pounds. The grazing grounds of Yavapai
County are among the richest in the Territory. The snowfall of winter
. and the rains of summer cover the whole region with a heavy growth of
:fine, nutritious grasses, which keep stock in prime condition. The whole
of the Great Colorado Plateau, in Yavapai and Apache Counties, affords
one of the very best stock ranges to be found in the western country.
The great table-lands and spurs of the San Francisco, Sierra Blanco,
and Mongollon ranges are at all times covered with a heavy growth of
gramma and other grasses, to which the climate is especially adapted,
in r .mov d from the oppressive heat of summer and the heavy snowtorm of wint r.
low i a tatement of the number of cattle and sheep in the several
cou tie at th present time. No figures have been received from Gila
or a hi ·e, and consequently we are unable to give the number in tho e
·
counti .
CATTLE.

Y~vapai ........................
P1ma ............................
ra.ham .. -......................
Maricopa ................... ,....

27,528 1 Pinal ............................ 5,000
18, 000 Apache .... _.. .................... 10,000
12, 500 Yuma .......................... _ 4, 000
6, 000 Mohave ...... _......... __ ...... _ 5, 500
SHEEP.

Apache ... --- .................... 300, 000
P1ma .... ---- .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . 50, 000
Yavapai............ . . .. .. .. . .. 2 , 316

I

Maricopa .......... _.. _.......... 15,000
Pinal .. .. • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . • . . .. . 2, 000
Graham_ ....... __ ...... __ .... ,._ 13, 000

. Th li . 'to k~hrougho_utth Territoryi being teaclilyincrea eel ancl
m1prov •d by th ImportatiOn of ure bre d ; and in a few years we may
xpe t
e the imm n ·e stret ·he of gras · land now unoccupied covred "\Yith thousand of ·attl , horse·, and ·h ep.
PRICE

.AND PROFITS.
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At present there is only the local market, but the railroad connection
with the outside world will enable Arizona stockmen to ship to eastern
cities and even to Europe. Cattle and sheep increase very rapidly, and
there is no branch of industry in the Territory which yields larger or
more certan returns.
MINERA.L RESOURCES.

The Territory of Arizona is one vast mineral field, from the line of
Utah on the north to the ·Mexican border on the south; and from the
Colorado of the West to the boundary of New l\iexico, mineral is found
in nearly every mountain range and in every isolated peak. Nowhere
on the continent is there such an extensive distribution of the precious
n1etals. While in other mineral-bearing States and Territories the deposits are confined to certain well-defined limits, in Arizona no such distinction prevails. It would appear as if nature had in a prodigal mood
scattered her treasures with a lavish hand and neglected no portion of
her cho en mineral domain. In the richness and variety of its ores
Arizona is also distingui 'hed from the mining re~'ions of the vVest. This
predominating feature of the country was noted at an early period in its
history. No milling State or Territory has yielded such masses of pure
silver, and few have equaled tbe wonderful gold deposits of Antelope
Hill. To Arizona be ong.· the honor of producing the largest nugget of
native silver ever found-2,700 pounds. This mass of pure meta.l was
confiscated by Philip V and taken to Madrid. The mine was also declared government property, but it does not appear that the royal robber
ever derived much ben tit from it. The many rare and beautiful combinations in which silver i found makes Arizona the favorite field of
the mineralogist, while the ease and implicity by which these ores are
r duced commends it elf to investors a.n d to metallurgists alike. Pure
native silver, chlorides, ruby silver, bromides, silver glance, sulphide ;
carbonates, and sulphurets are the most generally distributed of the
silver ores, but there are many other varieties peculiar to the Territory
which pace will not permit to mention here. Gold is most generally
found in its matrix of quartz. It sometim s occurs in conjunction with
pyrit s of irou, copper, aJ,ld lead, and is met with in its pure state in
creeks and gulches in all portions of the Territory. Copper is found in
r c1 mHl black oxid , a. a green and blue carbonate, sometimes as a
sulphate, and often in it native tate. Silver ores in Arizona, which
a sa,y into the thou ai d , are of common occurrence, and create no com.
ment. Large quantitie of ore, going from $5,000 to $10,000 per ton,
have b n shipped from tb T rritor:r, and everal mine are steadily
l)roducino· "rock" that will go from $15,000 to $20,000 per ton. The e
ar impl fact which ·annot b gainsairl.
Prolmbly no portion of th minin o· domain pos e. es o many natural advantag forth succe ful workin ·of ore . Wood and water are abunlant in nearly all of th min ral-bearing mountain region ; and in place
wh 're wat 'I' i care at th urface a u:fficent quantity i found by inkino· a •hort di tance. Th climat of the country cannot be excelled.
1\T rk ·an be prosecut cl all t e ar round. Whll mountain ' of now
and int n cold retard op ration in oth r Stat ' and T rritorie , Arizona' equable climat i p cially adapt d to ouhloor p ration even in
the middl of wint r. Thi ·fa alone is worthy h ·ar ful consideration
f m 'Jl de ·irin O' Ininiu >' inY stm nt . Th old ?haft, and tunnel which
ha 1 e n <li.·cov red in Yariou part of the Tenit r how that the
~ 1 ani ·h explm·er ancl th
~ rl, mi '\ ionarie had prov nth richne
of
izona min
and had in th ir crude way work d th m u ce fully.
I
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almost pure silver, going a· high as $20,000 per ton. The district has
already produced several millions of dollars, and the mines are steadily
improving as depth is reached. The camp is about 100 miles from the
Southern Pacific Railroad. Among the leading mines may be mentioned
the Stonewall Jackson, which has yielded large quantities of natural
silver; the McMorris, which is declaring regular dividends; the South
Pioneer, carrying ore that assays up into the thousands; the Jrene, the
Nugget, the Champion, and hundreds of others.
PIONEER DISTRICT.

This district is in Pinal County, in the central part of the Territory,
and is famous as containing the Silver King Mine. This mine. is one of
the most remarkable on the globe. It crops on the summit of a low cir- .
cular hill and gradual1y widens as depth is attained, shoWing at the
deepest workings a body of fine ore 110 feet in length by 80 feet in width.
This ore contains huge masses of native silver and other beautiful combinations of the metaL The mine has already yielded over $1,500,000.
There are a great many other valuable properties in this district, which
are steadily producing bullion. It is situated about 6.0 miles from the
Southern Pacific Railroad.
YAVAPAI COUNTY.

This county embraces tb.e northern portion of the Territory, and is
blessed with abundance of wood and water. It is one of the most thoroughly mineralized portions of the Territory, and contains some of the·
best mines in the Arizona. The Atlantic and Pacific Ra.i],road, which
will pass through the center .of the county, is now being rapidly pushedt
forward, and will reach the Colorado River by the first of January, 1883..
Among the leading mines of Yavapai may be mentioned the Tip-Top,
which has been worked tead~ly for the past four years, has 3-ielded
$1,500,000, and contains bodies of ore assaying from $1,000 to $10,000
per ton; the Black Warrior, carrying rich native silver ore; the Silver
Prince, rich in chlorides; the Peck, which has produced $1,000,000; the
Tiger, the Silver Belt, the Senator, and thousands of others. No portion
of the Territory offer better inducements for investment than Yavapai.
County, and none has o bright a future b~fore it.
Mohave County, in th northwestern part of the Territory, is also avery rich section. Owing to its isolation and lack of reduction worke,.
the own r of mineR have heretofore been compelled to ship their ores
to San Francisco, over 1,200 miles distant. Under this disadvantage
the minet' which have be n worked have yielded a profit to their owners. The building of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, which will pass
through the heart of the mineral region, is sure to make Mohave County
one of the mo t pro perous portions of Arizona. It would take a volume·
to describe in full the various mining di tricts throughout the Territory.
Among the other prominent paying mines may be mentioned the Vulture, in Maricopa Count . Thi i an immen e gold vein, in plaees 300
f et wide. It i now owned by a New York company, who have erected
an 0- tamp mill, which i kept con tautly at work. The mine since its
· ·over ha produced mor than $2,500,000, ami promi e to prouuce
many 1 illion mor .
Th Total Wreck and th Renno a, in Pima County, are imm ense bodi es
of ilver ore . The latter has a 20-stamp mill at work, and lw yielded
n al'ly $750,000. The scope of thi report will not admit of a more genral and elaborate de cription, but it i hoped enough has been said to con-
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vey orne idea of the vast extent and marYellous richness of the mines of
Arizona. The prophecy of Humboldt, who said that the geatest mines
of the world would yet be found in Arizona and New Mexico, is soon
to be verified. .No portion of the Union can show such a mineral field.
B ·ides its silver and gold, Arizona can show some of the large t
copper deposits on the continent. Among them should be mentioned
the famous Clifton mines, in the southeastern part of the Territory. This
i a perfect mountain of copper ore. Its vast extent is not yet known.
A · far a,' the workmen have penetrated, they have encountered rich ore.
Reduction works are kept steadily at work, the yield being about 20
tons of pure copper daily. The Copper Queen, south of Tombstone, i
another wonderful copper mine. It has been opened by tunnels and
drifts, showing a body of high-grade ore 180 feet in length, 150 feet in
width, and 150 feet in depth. Wherever a drift or tunnel has been nm,
ore has been found. The present output from this mine is 15 tons of
pure copper daily. A half interest in the property was lately sold for
$1,200,000. Besides these two leading claims, there are hundreds of
other copper properties scattered all oYer the Territory, many of them
yi lding bullion, and others only a waitiug the aid of capital to yield remunerative r turns. With the advent of cheap railroad transportation,
Arizona promises to rival the Lake Superior region in the yield of tbi
metal.
Ir u, coal, lead, nickel, cinnabar, platinum, gypsum, alaba ter, a b t .·, alt, and many other valuable minerals and metals are found in
Arizona, wllich ha not inaptly been called the'' World's treasure-box."
BULLION YIELD.

CLIM.A.TE.
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and rheumatism. While the heat in summer i~ high, its peculiar dryness
prevent an injurious effects, and sunstrokes are frarely heard of in
A1·izona. There is no climate so conducive to longevity. This is attested
by the great age reached by Mexicans and Indians born and bred here.
Centenarian are not uncommon among these people, and there are many
of them who have pas ed the one :Uundred milestone.
The winter climate of Tuscon, Tombstone, Florence, Phamix, and
other points in the south partakes of the character of Yuma; the mild,
balmy air, the days with their clear, cloudless skies, and the nights
brilliant with countless tars, like diamond set in an azure field, makes
living during the winter months in Southern Arizona a luxury found but .
in few spots on earth. l'he winter in the northern pottion of the Terri t ry has that cool, bracing quality found in elevated regions; its spring
and summer are delightful, nights are cool and pleasant, making a pair of ·
blankets a comfortable auxiliary to a good night's re t. It would be
difficult to find anywhere a climate which pos esses the gol4en meannot too cold in winter nor too warm in summer-of the plateau of Northrn Arizona. As a summer re ort, the pine-clad mountaim; of Yavapai
and Apache Counties; with their spring of clear, cold water, and beautiful grassy valley., are not excelled by any portion of the American
Union.
Epidemic diseases are unknown in Arizona. Along some of the water-cour es in the southern part of the Territory chills and fever of a
mild type prevail during the months of August and September, but they
are easily broken. It can b . truthfully said that no country pos'e es a healthier or more uniform climate. The air is dry, pure, exhilarating; there is health in every breeze, and vigor, long life, strength,
and happiness under its gloriou kies. Tho e who are suffering from
pulmonary complaints or rheumatic affections will find in this favored
clime the balmy air and the healing qualities to build up their shattered
constitutions. As showing the temperature at different points throughout the Territory and the. rainfall for a year, the following tables, kindly
furni ·heel by the Signal Service Bureau, are appended.
TUCSON.

The city of Tucson i 2,500 feet above sea-level. The annexed table
gives the maximum, minimum, and mean temperatures for a year, together with the rainfall :

Month.

·---------- ----,---~:--

----Inches.

1 0.
JanuarY-------------------------------------------------·-··--·-··--

78.0

14.0

64.0

Junr ................................................................

110.0

60.0

50.0

·o

~a~~::!:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~: ~
~~~:::::::::::: .-: .- .-::::::::::.-::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: ::: 1~:: ~

:r~~
'i:::::::::::: :::: .-_-::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~~: ~
pt m ber. _............ _. _.. __ . _. _. _. _... _........ __ .. _..... __ ...... 106. 0
t<1b r..............................................................

I·

94.0

~g: ~
~: ~

~~:
~
58. 0

40.0

~~: ~
~~: g

0.56

~: !r
~: g~
0.00

!~:
g
48. 0

i:1. ~~89

54.0

0.09

Do~:;::~e~ :::: :: :::: : : :: :: : : :::: : ~ : : : : : : : : : : :: ::- : ::: : ::: : ::::::: : : : : ~~: g ~g: ~ ~~: g g: g~
.Annual means ............................................. - .. -j-92.6 ~3 ~51.2~--0. 55
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Te-mptn·atu1·e at Fort

Yun~af1·o1n

March, 18RO, to March, 1881.
sea-let•el.

The fort i8 267 feet abot'e
•

!Maximum. Minimum.

Month.

MP.an.

1880.

March .............................................•................

;c~ ~ :::::::::: :::~ ~ ~ ::::: ::::::~: ::::::::: :::~ :::. : ::::::: ~ : :::

ii~~~~~-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~:~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :

November ..........................•............................ '. ..
December .................. ... .. .................... . ............. .

73.97
83.40
95.13
103. 53
105.26
106. 42
100. 00
91.19
73.50
69.42

37.80
45.10
53.45
64.40
70.74
70.42
66.43
51.93
36.10
37.35

55.88
64.25
74.29
83.96
88.00
88.42
83.21
7J. 56

67.42
78.46
79.70

32.09
39.07
39.61

49.75
58.76
59.65

54.80
53.38

1881.

• .January . ..... : .... . ............................... . ............... .
February ........................ .. . ............................... .
March .................................................. . . : ....... .

1'able showing rnontllly means of thermontetm·, amount of minfall, and maximum andminintum thermometer, jo1· the year tmding Jtme 30, 1881, at Prescott, 5,600 feet above sealerel.
Month.
I

Total rain- M o u t h 1 y
fall or melt- mean ther- Maximum. Minimum.
mometer.
ed snow.

- - - - - - - · 1 - - - - ' - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - -1880.

.July ........ .................... . .•..........•...

~e¥1:n~~ :~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Novcmh r ..................... . ................ .
D c mber .................. ............. ........ .

72.6
71.4
64.4
52.3
36.3
37.8

92
92
90
77
65
63

45
40
29
48
- 1
11

0.16
0.10
2. 91
0. 67
0 44
o. 00

34.7
40.8
49.2
56.8
62.2
71.3

62
76
78
82
89
96

10
0
26
33
3

1881.

~J.rc! _ :ny >~--u-:yy--::1

---

Inoltes .
.2. 34
2. 80
1. 26
0.18
0.42
1. 84

Annual m ns .................................. - ~-13.12j-- 54.1

I

5

----

I

Th
orcl. · for only five months of the pre ent year are available
fr m , mp rant, ituated in an elevated region nearly five thousand
£ ab v he 1 vel of the ea. Th climate is among the mo t delightful in th T rrit ry,
1 L
Ja1man·:
I

an ..................................................... ..............

41.23

Iaxin1um ............... _.•.........................••• ......•......•... 56.12
linimum ....••...................... .. _.....•...•.....•••• . .•.••....... 30.23
F•brnarv:

ia~~~l~~: :~::::: :.~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~- ·. ~:: ·. ~:: ·.:: ~ ~::::::: ~ ~ ~ :~::: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t1: o:

!inirnum ....•........•••••.••.. _...................•...••...• _•• ..•••. . 37. li
.llfar ·h:

r an .............................. ····· ................................

L ·iJnum ~- .........••••........••••...••...••••..•• _•............. _. .
Iinintum .................................. ···-·· ....••.................
A}1ril:
f ~ n...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l faxilnnm .•... : ....•................................••.................
linimum ........................•••.....................•..............
fav:
. r ~u ....... ................. .... .......................................

• ~rn·i;~~~l- ~ ~: •. ·. ·_: ·.: ~ ~ ·. ·. ·.: •. •. ·.::::::::: :::: ~: ~ ~:::: ~ ~::: ~:::: :: : ~ ~:::: ::::

50.
2. :~
3 .o~~
2.

7. -~

47.10
7

.·J)

3: ~
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Mean, maxitnmn, and tnin'imum tempm·ature and amotmt of rainfall at Fort Mohave, A:riz.,
du1·ing the t·welve months commencing July 1, Ul80, and ending June 30, 1881, 1·endm·ed
by Acting Assistant Surgeon John F. Minor, United States Army.
[This camp is in latitude 35° 241, and longitude 114° 341 west from Greenwich, and is 600 feet above
-the sea level. It is in the Valley of the Colorado, and is considered one of the hottest places on the
_globe.]
Temperature.
Months and years.

Rainfall.
Mean.

Maximum. Minimum.

1880.
July ................................. ---- .. -- ... -- ---- . --

::::::

91

ti~~~~~~~:::::::
~:: ~:::::::::::::::::
ovem her ........... ·................................... .

89
82
70
52

D ec ern bcr _.............. . .............. ................. .

53

N

.: ::::::::::::

111
109
105

94
85
70

Inches.
67
63
58
50
28

• 81
.07

. 34

38

30
35
35
56
62
68

.71

1881.
January ................................................ .
Febrnary ................... -· .. . ............... _....... .
March _............... _................................ ..
AprH _................................................. ..
May ............... . ... . .. .. .. .......................... .
June ......... -........................ -- .. -............ --

49
59

61 .

74
79
86

72
82

96
98

101

108

• 75

• 01

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

The school law of Arizonai one of the best in the Union. The schools
are maintained by direct taxes, by licenses, and escheated estates.
Every settlement with fifteen or more children of school age is provided
mth a public school. A superintendent of public instruction, elected
every two years, bas charge of the public-school system of the Territory.
The compulsory law has been introduced and is found to work satisfactorily. In Prescott, Tucson, Phamix, and other towns, large and commodious school buildings have been erected, and the attendance is very
large. There is none of the We tern T~rritories where school matters
receive more attention, or wher children have a better chance to acquire
a goo<l common-school ducation. Families coming to the Territory will
find ·hool in every mining camp of any size, in nearly every farming ettlement and to·wn and village throughout Arizona.
INCREASE OF POPULATION.

Th in ·rea e of population since the cen us of 1880 ha · been large,
an<-l the human tid i' t adily flowing in. The building of the Atlantic
and Pacific .R ailroad throuo·h North rn Arizona i bringing into that
part of the Territory a h avy immiO'ration. A the road advances westward and trike the ri ·h mineral region ofYavapaiandMohaveCountie thi immiO'ration will, no doubt, largely incre· . It i not exagration to tate that th po1mlation of the Territory ha increased 50
p r nt. ince the la t cen u . Tb competition of the Atchi on, Topeka
and anta 1 e Road wi h th Southern Pacific ha op ned a direct route
to th Ea t with ou bern Arizona, and a teady tr am of immigration
is pouring into her minin · amps, farming vall y , and grazing range .
Tbe ·hara ·ter of th immio-ration i the ·arne a that which has built up
th v t rn State -hard , industriou , lf-r liant peopl . A majority
of tb immigrant are of native origin, but ther ar al o many foreigners
from all part of Europ .
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FACILITIES FOR TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION.

The t~wilities for travel in Arizona are better than in most of the T rritorics. The Southern Pacific Railroad pa,sses across the southern part
of the Territory. It connects at Deming with the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad, making a through line across the continent. People
.from the east who desire to visit any portion of Southern Arizona can
take the train at Kansas City and be in Tombstone or Tucson inside of
three days. Stage lines connect at different stations along the line of
thi, railroad with mining camps and farming settlements adjacent. Partie from the east desiring to reach northern Arizona by this line should
get off at lYiaricopa, from whence a well-appointed stage line will land
them in Pre cott, the ca,p itol of Arizona, in thirty-six hours. To reach
N orthcrn Arizona by a more direct line from the east, parties shoulrl take
Atlantic and Pacific Road at Albuquerque, in New Mexico. _This road i
completed westward as far as Brigham City, 180 miles from Prescott.
Stages run from Brigham to the capital. 'fbis road is being rapidly
pu ·hed westward, and by the summer of 1882 will be 50 miles north of
Pr cott. Stage lines run from the princjpal towns to the adjacent mining camp ·, and the mails are carried regularly to all points in tlte T rritory. The coaches as a O'eneral thh1g are comfortable and commodiou ,
and no difficulty i experienced in reaehhtg any point in the country.
B i<l the railroad now under way, everal other' have been surYeyed
from the main lin s to tap the principal town. , a,nfl it is almost certain
that within the next three year, there will be a net-work of railroad
throu hout th Teri'itory. There is no country in the West where railroad-buililin i receiving more attention at tlte present time, or where
it promi to be more fruitful of grander result' . Until the completion
of th Atlantic and Pacific Railroad all the freight for the Territory come
ov r th
uthern route, and from thence h; carried by mule team to
h . nor hern portion of Arizona.
'l'IIE WANT.' OF THE 1'ERRITORY.

r · ·ource it ma
to note the aid. which it need. to b ar it on to the
T

, she

want~;

men who have th
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tor supplies which could be produced at home. The manufacture of
woolen goods, of leather, of soap and candles, and many other articles,
offers almost certain assurance of success. For the man or men, with
a knowledge of the business and the requisite capital, who. will engage
in any of these enterprises a fortune is in store.
There are yet millions of acres of unoccupied grazing land in the Territory, waiting for the cattle-raiser to utilize its fine grasses. On portions of 'this immense domain water is scarce, but the want can be
quickly supplied by the sinking of wells. No finer climate for stock can
be found, and no better beef is raised in the United States. There is
plenty of room for twice the number of cattle now in the Territory, and,
with two railroads crossing it from east to west and leading to the
markets of the Atlantic and Pacific, no better field for this branch of
industry can be found.
To men who have some means and can take advantage of the opportunities that present themselves in a new country, Arizona offers an inviting field for the .disp)ay of their industry, energy, and enterprise.
For live, active men, ~ith plenty of "push" and vim, there is always an
opening. Arizona wants men with strong hands and stout hearts; men
who are willing to work; men who are not afraid to rough it in a new
country; men who can fight the battle of life and are not disposed to
give up the contest because fortune does not always smile on them;
men who are not above turning their hands to anything that presents
itself; men who are sober, steady, and i~dustrious. With such a class,
of men to build up the country and develop its grand resources, Arizona will soon become one of the foremost States in the American
Union.
That large olass who imagine their fortunes would be made if they
could only get to the West, with scarcely an effort on their part, need not
come to Arizona. No drones in the hive of industry are wanted; here,
a everywhere else, energy, perseverance, and hard work are required
for uccess, and he who thinks to achieve it by any other means will be
sadly disappointed, and should remain "at home, at ease." Of that
grand army of fault-finders, never satisfied and forever complaining, this
Territory wants none. Men who sit supinely waiting for fortune to bid
them good morrow, who make no effort to help themselves and then
complain of their non-success, should not come to .Arizona.
There is here plenty of room for an active, enterprising, energetic
class of people who will open our mines, cover our plains and hillsides
with flocks and herds, cultivate our rich valleys, build up happy homes
and prosperous communities, and by industry, enterprise, temperance,
and integrity lay broad and deep the foundations of the coming great
State of the Southwest.

